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Scientists are trying to determine how

« - dispose of 4600 galtoas of chemical

ady:e containing an ingredient so lethal

trat theoretically one pure drop could

Kill &0 persons, A storage tank conlaine

ingt some of the malerial is at Verona,

Ma., a little town southwest of Spring-
eld

f Ilm tank was the source of a chemi-

cal miztakenly sprayed at three Mis-
sourd stablez to centrol dust in 1971
Muore than &0 hoes e dicd aad two young
sisters becire seriously ill as a result,
Last sumiaer, scientists at the Center
for Discase Coatrol in Atlanta, Ga,,
Idumhcd the chemical dioxia as the
cause, It was the first documented
cvide m‘ in the United States ul sieh an
jnclient.

The Missouri Depactment ur Heatth
and the company on wihose land the
storege Lank is located are secking o
way to destyoy the chemical,

“Ry our calculations, depunding on
the weight of the peeson dud the pate of
administration (ural), we fipure 2 sagle
drop (depending on the drap’s volurae)
would have a toxic effect on 80 o 160
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people,” one seientist said, “You can kiil

85 people with one drop of the pure
substance.”

‘The scientist is Patrick E. Phillips, a *
veterinarkn in the state Department of
Heatth, He directed the investigation
into the causes of death fur the animals
at the stables, That inquiry brought
together medical defectives from both
the state health apgency and the federal
center., ) _

At first plance, the storage of the
chemical wastes that contaln the
dioxin—In scicatific terminology, It is
2,3,78-T tetrachlorodibinzopara-dloxin—~
secems safe cnough,
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By SALLY BIXBY DESTY

Of tise Past-Dlipaieh St
The Mereantde 1 Libravy Assad
collection of 117 drawings by G
Caleb Binghasy of Missonri He i 4

here from June 3 theangh Jine 7 in the

gﬁ?\m Drewings

g 1

.;Buz..'i

o ['f

o sl el

thick concrete slab.

A hall-foot thick layer of Insulation
surrounads the sides and top of the tank.
A cinderblock wall extends about three
feet up from the base of the tank to
guard apgainst accidents from motor
vchlcles or machinery,

Warniog slpns are posted, and (raf(ic
Is havred froin a road that leads past the
tank.

“We can protect it as much as
hunanly possible,' Phillips said, “But if
a toraado comes along, 1 don't know,
Less than two weeks ago a tornado tore
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annoseced fust Agy
to sell the llhu’:lf.n'n collection,

The prutess were loud—{rom St.
Louizans with a Bingham purtrait of a

Tins, who subhd that *the disgosal of

: pr.\mh\)u.lwr in the partor to Ililten |
nineleeath eentury will go on i pln\l\\r.nmr, art critle of The New York

ninth-loor exkibition hall of the dowu-
town store of Fataous Barr Co,

The showing will b2 enly the second
time that St. Louisans have had P
Gprortunity to view the entire collegyiGa.

The first was in 1251, when the
City Art Museum and Kansad City's '~
Melson-Atkins Gallery coll: ‘b dated on a
' show alter mnunting the’ m:mmus
vhich had been lelt lo,mc library in
scrapbook form in 185 by a twa-term
Mayor of St. Louis, Jpin. How

Tne drawings h/a/lc become Lhe focal
point of a geaicgi’but strongly felt local

4

dispute,
Tha priva}

run Mercantile Library
is faced withi

the need to air-condition its
facilitigs” at Broadway and Locust
Sireet/ to renovale, and to erase an
annu4l delicit of about $35,000 that is
g/r/wmg by aboul $10,000 a year. It

s(..u.-v-
a purcx.\
-~ drawings redagia in Missouri.

06 Bngham drawlngs would be a

Sl of major proportions,”

LIinFebruary, Gov. Christopher S.
Bond mmuunccd the lormation of a°
> conmittee to try to agree on

rice and to cnsure that the

The avacundenient of the shawing at
Famous-Barr doXs not, apparently, sig-
nify progress intpat objective. The

showin is the bralrcyild of an employe

:u Fieous-Bavr, U Ypsephine Chiis-

izn, The uhlbumn w::xrran"cd with-
nnl the anowledge of the cilgirman of the
eanibitions comnm:cc, oné\\_thrcc set
up ut the meeting in Fc.bn ry with
Bond. : -
Receipts from the $1 admi

cherge will go to the fund drive, as\yill
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The matcrial is contained In a 20-foot
high steel tank bolted to a 6-to-8-inch *

up Neosho, 50 miles away.”

Inside the tank Is a tar-like soup of
chemical garbage that includes water,
cthylene glycol, sodium hydroxide, other
substances and, in a ratio of about 330
parts far cach million pacts of the soup,
dioxin, The dioxin accounts for a gallon
and a half of the 4600 gallons of
chemical sludge inside the 7500-gallon
tank. But even that amount is danger-
ous.

Laboratory tests have found that
dioxin caused birth defects in guinca
pigs and killed laboratory animals at
levels as low as .0006 milligrams for
cach kilogram of bixly weight.

For this rcason, the use of Herbicide
Oranpe was suspended in 1971 in Viet-
nam. The defoliant. contained 2, 4, 5-T,

- which s contaminated by dioxin,

“We don’t huve any statutory powers

to force anyone to destroy this materl. .

al,” Phillips said. **The company on

whose properly the tank is located is -

exploving ways in which to do so, and
they are co-operating with us fully.”

That company is Syntex Agribusiness,
Inc., which mawufiactures vitamins for
farm animals, The firm is not responsi-
ble for the material being on its
property; #is nltempting to solve the
problems of another coinpany to whom
1t lowd leased the facility,

The responsible firm is Northeast
Pharmaceoutical Chemical Co,, Inc. It
hud been manufacturing the germacide
hexachlorophene in facilities lcased
{rom Syntcx Agribusiness.

The dioxin is a byproduct of the
manufacture of onc of the chemicals
used to manufacture hexachlorophiene.

When the Food and Drug Administration

banned the use of hexachlorophene
except by prescription, Northeast Phars
maccutical moved, leaving the tank
behind. At that time, the presence of the
dioxin was unknown.
Rortheast, whose headquartérs are at
Stamford, Coan., has filcd for bankrupt-

*,cy. Godfrey Moll vice president of-

operations for Synlex Agribusiness at its
Sprig\gfiel(’ sffice, said he planned to
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